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Words of our Lord to St. Gertrude! ‘‘Whenever anyone turns to a Crucifix, let 
him persuade himself that I speak thus lovingly to his heart: ‘Behold how, for love 
of thee, I hang on the Cross, — naked, despised; My whole Body wounded, all My 
limbs distended. And still My Heart is enkindled with such glowing love for thee, 
that if it would be beneficial for thy salvation, and thou couldst not be saved in any 
other way, I would even at this moment, suffer for thee alone all that I suffered 
for the whole world.’” And ought we not love this infinite love with a return of love ? 

Our Savior urged St. Gertrude to the fervent contemplation of His Passion by 
making known to her that she should, in constant devotion, venerate the love of 
His Sacred Heart hanging on the Cross. In truth, it never happens without the 
grace of God, that one beholds the Crucifix. It never remains without fruit if one 
gazes devoutly at our Crucified Savior. ‘The oftener he does this here on earth with 


reverence and love, the greater will be his reward in heaven. 
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The Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain. 


“THE HOLY CHRIST of the Agony” is the venerable and 
miraculous Crucifix which is enthroned above the high altar 
in the parish church of Limpias, Spain. Since March 30, 1919, 
wonderful signs and apparitions on this Crucifix have been of 
almost daily occurrence. From all parts of Spain, bishops and 
priests, Christians and unbelievers, learned and doctors, hasten 
thither to witness these marvels. Nearly all the miracles refer 
to the agony of our Savior dying on the Cross. The material 
of the corpus of this Crucifix, is wood. The great miracle 
consists first of all in this: The Holy Christ seems to assume 
life, and many spectators behold His sufferings, His agony 
and His death, just as these mysteries of the Passion took 
place on Mount Calvary. 

Now He moves His grief-filled eyes, now He turns His 
thorn-crowned head in various directions, now He opens and 
closes His parched and burning lips. The expression on His 
Divine countenance changes in a manner that moves one to 
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tears, turning from the ordinary color to purple, then to ashy- 
gray and the pallor of death. Cold perspiration covers the 
Body, Bright red Blood oozes from the Wounds, especially 
from beneath the cruel crown of thorns, and trickles down 
upon His face, shoulders and breast. The parted lips show 
the mouth filled with foam and Blood, and at times a fresh 
stream gushes forth from the sacred Wound of His side. 


The Pastor of Limpias. 


The Reverend Pastor of Limpias writes: I understand that 
Christ wishes to be better known, more fervently adored, and 
more tenderly loved; and because He can accomplish what 
He wills, therefore He will attain His end. 

The editor of the Diario de /a Rioja relates the following 
occurrence; 

“Lately, about eighteen or twenty society ladies came from 
Santandar to Limpias. Not a priest, but an elderly lady 
chaperoned them. It was a gay set. They came to Limpias 
merely for a pleasure trip without any spirit of devotion. 
Still, their innate feminine curiosity hoped to see a miracle, 
that they might make sport of it on returning home to their 
friends. In their giddiness they sought to procure a hand 
organ to set up in the churchyard, that after a luncheon in the 
open air, they might have a little dance to its accompaniment. 

“But the Holy Christ had decreed quite otherwise. When 
they entered the church, they felt their hearts wounded with 
those mysterious darts of contrition which issue from the Holy 
Christ. One single glance from the Crucifix caused fourteen 
of those poor girls to sink unconscious to the steps of the choir. 
What did they discover in that look of our Savior that so 
suddenly transformed their whole being? Certain it is, that 
after they had recovered, they experienced deep, tender emo- 
tions. With tears in their eyes and signs of true contrition 
they cried out: ‘O Lord, no more sin! Until now we have 
disowned Thee!’ The remainder of the day was spent in the 
church, and only with difficulty could they tear themselves 
away to return home.” 


The Bishop of Pinar del Rio. 


The Rt. Rev. Bishop of Pinar del Rio issued a special 
pastoral in which he described the impressions he received at 
Limpias. We here insert a few of the most beautiful passages. 
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It will be remembered that this bishop was privileged to see 
the entire progress of our Savior’s agony and death upon the 
Cross, on the Holy Christ of Limpias. 

Accompanied by the mayor of Santander and the superior 
of the Carmelite Fathers of the same city, the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
went to Limpias on September 2, 1919, to pay homage to the 
Image of the Crucified and to pray for his flock. During a 
pilgrimage Mass, he knelt with bowed head on a prie-dieu. 
Once, as if by accident, he glanced at the holy Image and 
seemed to observe something unusual. Thinking himself to be 
the victim of an illusion, he rubbed his eyes, and at the same 
time spoke unconsciously in an audible voice: “Either I am 
dreaming or I have lost my senses.” These words were dis- 
tinctly heard by persons standing near. At that moment, and 
again later when he visited the church, the bishop saw the 
Holy Christ turn His gaze upon him, saw how an ashy, death- 
like pallor overspread His countenance, and how His lips 
moved as of one really in the agony of death. 

Supported by the teaching of Father Gratianus, a famous 
theologian, the bishop mentioned in his pastoral six signs by 
which to discern if a vision or revelation come from God"or 
the devil. 

“The first sign is that the revelation or vision concerns 
something which we know either by faith or from holy Scrip- 
ture, through obedience or science, or lastly, through experience 
or prudence. Still, this sign alone is not sufficient to prove 
that the vision is from God. 

“The second sign is that the revelation or vision produces 
firmness in faith, inspires true hope, love, obedience and purity, 
besides other virtues. This is a favorable sign that the phe- 
nomenon is from God, for ‘A good tree cannot bring forth evil 
fruit; neither can‘an evil tree bring forth good fruit’ (Matt. vii. 18). 

“The third mark consists in the way and manner in which 
the revelations take place. Those from God bring peace and 
calmness of mind, and quiet the soul; those from the devil 
cause disquietude and agitation. 

“The fourth mark is that the soul never conceals from its 
superior or confessor the revelations coming from God. These 
revelations are not connected with the fear of being discovered 
nor with that reticent spirit, which hides itself from others. 

“Fifth mark. The vision is always from God when it 
promotes the general advantage and welfare of the individual 
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who has the vision, as well as that of other members of the 
Church — yet so as not to be detrimental or harmful to anyone. 

“Sixth mark. If the revelations contain anything extra- 
ordinary and deal with grave and important matters, it is a 
proof that they are of Divine origin. These are signs by which 
one may judge with certainty, without running the risk of 
being deceived. 

“The visions and revelations of the Holy Christ of Limpias 
fulfill all these conditions. By faith and from holy Scripture 
we know how great were the sufferings of Jesus, the Cruci- 
fied — and these are presented to us by that dying countenance, 
by those darkened, agonizing eyes and by those lips which 
slowly close and re-open abruptly. By all this our Lord seems 
to desire to show us the torments of His painful, ignominious 
death. 

“Verily, He has strengthened the faith of all who have 
seen the prodigy. It might be that someone’ or other, after 
having witnessed the miracles, has left the church just as cold 
as he entered it. Whether this has occurred we do not know — 
but of this we are sure: wicked people have been converted 
and good people have been made still better. Moreover, perfect 
contrition and the confession following, have reconciled with 
God many souls, grown old in sin. The bad tree does not 
produce good fruit, and Satan, as it is well known, does not 
trouble himself about urging us to confession. These visions 
may have irritated the nervous system, but to our knowledge 
they have robbed no one of his peace. On the contrary, from 
my own experience, I know that they. always lead nearer to 
Christ, bringing calmness and tranquillity to the soul. 

“It contributes to the universal welfare, because it has 
excited a deeper love for God in hundreds of souls. Hearts 
are inflamed and the good rejoice; but the wicked frown. God 
is glorified and Christ is better known. Lastly, no one will 
venture to say that it is nothing extraordinary for a wooden 
statue to open and close its lips and move its head, — not to 
mention other still more wonderful manifestations. 

“Do these marks suffice to pass an infallible decision? I 
say, no... We must always take refuge to our firm, living 
Faith. But this we may say with certainty: the phenomenon 
is not a work of the devil. Aside from the good effects pro- 
duced, which can in no way be ascribed to the evil spirit, the 
Crucifix is the terror of hell, before which the prince of dark- 
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ness flees. How, then, could he use it as a means of delusion? 
Nor would God permit it in so general a manner. As concerns 
us, we will express ourselves clearly and fearlessly for the 
honor of God, for the dismay of the demon, for the glory of 
Christ, for the comfort of the good and for the uplifting of 
sinners : The miracles which are wrought on the Image of the 
Holy Christ of the Agony at Limpias, are works of God. 

“It remains to be asked: What does Jesus want? The 
answer is obvious: He wants to draw the world and mankind 
to Himself! He wants to fulfill His word: £¢ ego si exaltatus 
Sucro a terra, omnia traham ad me ipsum. — And I, if I be 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all things to Myself! 
(John xii. 32.) He wants to prove what He spoke by the 
prophet Jeremias: /¢ in charitate perpetua dilexi te, ideo atraxi 
te miserans. —1 have loved thee with an everlasting love, 
therefore have I drawn thee, taking pity on thee (Jer. xxxi. 3). 
He wants love, therefore He shows Himself as one suffering, for 
suffering and love are inseparable. Is the measure of the 
Divine wrath filled? Does the stench of sensual lusts rise up 
even unto God? Is the earth rejected by God because it is 
filled with wickedness? Who knows! Christ endeavors to recall 
us, Christ takes the semblance of one dying that we may see 
His torments and agony. 

“Christ is the beauty of heaven; His name is sweeter than 
honey; His countenance, ‘the desire of the rich of His people’; 
His Heart, the furnace of love. Christ died for us and we 
despise Him. The world persecutes Him. Christ seeks love. 
He desires to destroy sin and annihilate the dominion of Satan. 
He wants to save the souls snatched from Him by the hellish 
robber. Christ wants contrition and faith, love and chastity, 
mortification, humility and meekness. Christ wills that we 
follow Him laden with the Cross. Christ demands penance. 

“Let us amend our lives, we who have sinned so much. 
Let us implore God’s pardon, acknowledge our sins and unite 
ourselves with Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar. 
With St. Paul we say to you: ‘It is now the hour for us to rise 
from sleep’ (Rom. xiii. 11). Now, that Jesus works these mir- 
acles, let us awake from the sleep of death.” 


Bishop Manuel of Olimpo. 


“I. shall try to describe the impression I received, when so 
many eyes together with my own, were riveted upon the holy 
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Crucifix. What is it that all the longing eyes hope to see? Is 
it really the artistic form of the Image? No; for in other 
places similar, though not many, such works of art are found. 
What, then, is it that the eager pilgrims seek? But one thing: 
the movement of the eyes, the change of color or attitude of 
the Image. Is this desire fulfilled? Yes, say hundreds and 
hundreds of witnesses who have written their testimony under 
oath. More convincing than even these testimonies are the 
numerous confessions and Communions, and the many public 
conversions which take place there daily. 

“How marvelous and amazing! Before the Holy Christ 
of the Agony and before this tabernacle at His feet, that is, 
before the Calvary-tabernacle (for such is the altar at Limpias), 
hundreds of persons from every rank and condition of life are 
constantly gathered. Some are standing, others kneeling. Some 
are devout, others curious — all doing the same thing — simply 
looking up to the crucified, Eucharistic Christ. 

“And it is said, so I was there told, that this sacred shrine 
was a forsaken spot until the sodality of the Blessed Virgin 
had been introduced. How often had the aged, virtuous pastor 
complained of the isolation in which he was obliged to celebrate 
the Holy Sacrifice — he and the acolyte alone! How often had 
he resolved to lock the doors of that deserted church and bring 
back the keys to the bishop! 

“Those who have witnessed the vivification of the coun- 
tenance of our Lord say that His look and His movements are 
not threatening but pleading, not harsh but mournful, not 
commanding but entreating; and that the predominant impres- 
sion made by the miracle is not one of fear but of contrition, 
and still oftener one of compassion. . 

“Many ask: ‘What does this signify? I, too, have thus 
questioned myself and I repeat —I speak here not as a bishop 
but as a pilgrim — I believe to have observed especially this 
on the altar of Limpias: Jesus Christ, the Crucified, entreats 
the world for the alms of compassion for Jesus Christ in the 
Blessed Sacrament. To me it seems to be a new and mysterious 
repetition of His continual: ‘Sustinud gui simul contristaretur, et 
non futt: et qui consolaretur, et non invent. —1 looked for one 
who would grieve together with Me, but there was none: and 
for one that would comfort Me, and I found none’ (Ps. Ixviii. 21). 
Will He now find what He seeks? And as many and zealous 
souls as His Heart desires ?” > Manuel, Bishop of Olimpio. 
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Message of the Holy Christ of Limpias 
to the Christian World. 


THE MANIFESTATIONS of the Holy Christ of Limpias 
are so wonderful and of such a soul-thrilling nature, that they 
have scarcely been equalled in the Church of God since the 
descent of the Holy Ghost. These revelations have thoroughly 
aroused the fervor and enthusiasm of the Spanish people. 
Numerous pilgrimages of Spanish congregations, conducted by 
their bishops or priests, hasten to the scene of the miracles. 
It is said that even the king and the Papal Nuncio have Piously 
visited this holy shrine. 

Not for Spain alone are these manifestations of the Holy 
Christ on the Cross; they are meant for the whole Christian 
world. Jesus on the Cross wishes to be better known, to be 
more tenderly loved. Jesus on the Cross wishes to draw the 
faithful of all nations to Himself, to dispense grace and mercy, 
and to save and protect the children of Holy Church from the 
visitations of the coming days. In the Cross alone is salvation. 
Unfortunately, our time has forgotten this. Hence, the Divine 
admonitions and warnings from the Cross in the parish church 
of Limpias. 

Why must Christ admonish? Why must our Savior warn? 
Because Christ on the Cross is no longer truly worshipped, 
or at least, only superficially and thoughtlessly adored. Many 
Christian homes are without a Crucifix, and even if there isa 
Cross, how few persons, alas! ponder the torments of the 
Divine Sufferer once a day, or once a week, or even once a year! 

Another reason for these Divine admonitions — according 
to our view — is to discourage the utterly irreverent make of 
Crucifixes in our days. Unbelievers and Jews turn out Cruci- 
fixes by the hundreds of thousands just as they manufacture 
the idols for China or India, or the statue of Venus for the 
drawing-room. This immodest image for the parlor, however, 
bears some impress of art, and a certain care in execution, but 
for the Crucifix, — often the most disgraceful representation 
is good enough! We see Crucifixes of rudely embossed tin, or 
of cast metal, so poor and unrecognizable, as to make any 
Christian heart revolt. Poor and cheap! Oh, what a shame! 

The “luminous Crucifix” may be seen advertised in various 
magazines. Just examine such a Crucifix. What a distortion! 
The features are scarcely discernible. The phosphorous sub- 














138 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


stance of which it is made simply does not permit a better 
execution. And there are Catholics who pride themselves in 
hanging such a Crucifix on the wall. It is sheer mockery. 

In former times, a Christian father showed himself most 
eager to possess a large, beautiful, hand-carved Crucifix, a real 
work of art. It was a venerated family treasure, and was 
handed down asa sacred relic from generation to generation. It 
was set up in an honorable place in the home, and the daily 
prayers were recited before it. Nowadays, oh! how things 
have changed! Where do we see the Crucifix? Where is the 
love and veneration for the holy Cross? Where are the devout 
Christians who lovingly remember Christ’s Passion? who esteem 
sacred the three hours from twelveto three on Fridays? who 
seriously take to heart the agony of death endured by our 
Lord? Alas! where are they? 

I recall vividly a lesson of my earliest youth. We were 
exhorted to be mindful on Fridays of Jesus hanging three hours 
on the Cross. Soon forty years will have passed since we were 
taught this by the good Benedictine Father in the Swiss mon- 
astery, but whenever Friday comes, it still clings to my heart. 


The Great Merit of Looking at the Crucifix. 


Our Savior Himself urged St. Gertrude to the fervent 
contemplation of His Passion by making known to her that 
she should, in constant devotion, venerate the love of His 
Sacred Heart hanging on the Cross. 

At another time she received the following instruction: 
“Whenever anyone turns to a Crucifix, let him persuade him- 
self that I speak thus lovingly to his heart: ‘Behold how, for 
love of thee, I hang on the Cross, — naked, despised; My 
whole Body wounded, all My limbs distended. And still My Heart 
is enkindled with such glowing love for thee, that if it would 
be beneficial for thy salvation, and thou couldst not be saved 
in any other way, I would even at this moment, suffer for thee 
alone all that I suffered for the whole world.’ Through such 
reflections, let thy heart be aroused to gratitude. For in truth, 
it never happens without the grace of God, that one beholds 
the Crucifix; nor does a Christian remain without guilt, if he 
ungratefully undervalues this precious sign of his Redemption. 
It never remains without fruit if one gazes devoutly at his 
Crucified Savior. The oftener he does this here on earth with 
reverence and love, the greater will be his reward in heaven.” 
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A Most Worthy Cross. 


We know it is difficult, nay, almost impossible, to secure 
a devotion-inspiring Crucifix, even at great expense. Yet, 
every Christian should have a beautiful Crucifix which he 
may venerate at any time with gratitude and love. Now, such 
a Crucifix our Lord gives us in the Holy Christ of Limpias. 
Every Christian, every religious, can obtain such an image. 
A nobler or more worthy representation of our Savior on the 
Cross cannot be had. Therefore, our Lord has chosen this 
Cross to draw man to His Heart. 

To us it seems our Lord has still another design. The 
Crucifix should be reproduced more in picture than in sculpture. 
Probably no artist of the present day could carve a Crucifix 
such as that of Limpias — and even if he could — what an 
expense it would entail! An exact copy of the Cross of Limpias 
can easily be obtained at a nominal cost, so that even the 
poorest can afford to possess one. 

We have had three different views made of this miraculous 
Crucifix. They are inexpressibly beautiful and true; large 
enough to reproduce most faithfully the heart-rending expres- 
sion of our Savior’s countenance and the noble outlines of 
His Sacred Body. 

These three pictures belong together. One picture shows 
the agonizing countenance alone, another the Body down to 
the loins, the third, the entire Body. These three pictures 
are made up in an elegant 16-page map* of the finest 
art paper, with a short history of the miraculous Crucifix 
and edifying reflections on the Passion. This is a handy size, 
and at any hour one is enabled to look at this beautiful 
Crucifix. Let us gaze upon these pictures reverently, and God’s 
grace will overflow in our heart. I say reverently, because 
reverence is the foundation of devotion. 

O Christian soul! look up into the pleading, suffering Face 
of Christ and learn from His agony on the Cross the supreme 
love that filled His Sacred Heart. 





* The Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain. 20 cents per copy; 6 for 
$1.00; $15.00 per 100. 


Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias. A 64-page booklet 
giving the history of the manifestations of the Holy Christ of Limpias, and an account 
of miracles seen by bishops, priests and pilgrims. Many have entreated us for this 
publication. Price 10 cents; $8.00 per 100. 
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The Finger of God. 


NUMEROUS pamphlets and writings have already appeared in 
the Spanish language, which recount the marvels of the Holy Christ of 
Limpias. Lately, we received a splendid, illustrated pamphlet in 
Spanish, edited by the Jesuit Fathers in Gijon, Austurias. In this, 
the wonderful occurrences of Limpias are treated theologically, scien- 
tifically and critically. Other publications are: 

El Diario Montanes. (Santander. ) 

El Cristo de Limpias. (Salamanca. ) 

El Santo Cristo de Limpias. (Sevilla. ) 

Los Milagros del Sto. Cristo de Limpias. 

Los Prodigios de Limpias. (Vizcaina. ) 

El Sto. Cristo de la Agonia. (Santander. ) 

Breve Resena del Santo Cristo de la Agonia de Limpias. 

(Santander. ) 

Novena al Stmo. Cristo de la Agonia. (Bilbao. ) 

Recently, this literature has increased. All Spain is full of won- 
der and amazement. Thousands return to the faith. Hundreds of 
thousands look up with reverence, love and sympathy to the Cruci- 
fied, and again compassionate the Son of God for the sufferings by 
which He redeemed the world. 

May we understand this sign of the time, this indication from 
God! Jesus on the Cross is, and forever remains, the instrument of 
man’s Redemption, the clearest expression of God’s infinite love for 
sinful man. O Christian souls! return to the Cross! In the Cross 
alone is salvation! How forceful is the word of St. Francis de Sales: 

Mount Calvary is the mount of loving souls. All love which does not 
spring forth from the sufferings of our Savior will not be lasting. Love without 


the death of our Savior is unhappy. Love and death are so closely linked in the 
life of Christ, that one cannot exist in the heart without the other. 


MICHIGAN — Enclosed find remittance, my subscription to your valuable 
publication. I often wondered since I began taking it why you didn’t 
publish it monthly instead of eight times a year and now my wish is grant- 
ed — for — it seemed a long, long time to wait when there were months 
between issues. I gladly pay the advanced subscription price and am very 
much surprised to think you can issue it for one dollar. It is well worth 
considerably more at the present price of paper and labor. 


NEW MEXICO — Enclosed you will find my renewal of subscription to ‘“Tabernacle 
and Purgatory.’’ I have found it very fascinating and extremely interesting. I sincere- 
ly hope that in the near future I may be able to get more subscribers. 


ILLINOIS — I can not express in words with what joy I receive each issue of 
“‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’”’ I subscribe for other Catholic magazines, but would 
give all of them for yours. I am sending nine other readers trusting they may 
enjoy it as much as I do. 
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Our Lord’s Journeys and Public Teaching. 


The Revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich continued. 





The Sermon on the Mount near Berotha. 


THE CROWD of people had already gathered on the 
mount. They had brought water in leathern pouches, some bread 
and fish in baskets. When Jesus reached the top of the mountain 
in the midst of the people, some broke forth in joyful accla- 
mations: Thou art the true Prophet, the Helper!... Whenever 
He passed through the crowd, they bowed before Him. Many 
possessed persons had been brought up here, who raved and 
screamed. Jesus looked at them and commanded them to be 
silent. Through this glance and command they became calm 
and were delivered from the evil spirit. 

When Jesus reached the place of teaching where the crowd 
had gathered, He first prayed to the Heavenly Father, from 
whom all good things come. The people also prayed. Then 
He began the sermon. He spoke of this place and what had 
happened here when Josue had appeared and delivered these 
countries from the Chanaanites and paganism: Thus, the truth 
and the light come to you, too, with grace and meékness, to 
deliver you from the power of sin. Do not resist as did the 
Chanaanites, that God’s punishment may not come upon you 
as on Azor. 

The sons of Johanna Chusa and Veronica, whom Lazarus 
had sent, came to Him here to warn Him of two spies whom 
the pharisees of Jerusalem had sent to Adama. Jesus thanked 
them for their kindness, but told them not to be so worried 
about Him, for He would fulfill His mission. The two spies 
of the pharisees were up here also with the contentious Jews 
of Adama. Jesus taught aloud, how He was being watched 
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and persecuted, nevertheless, they would not succeed in pre- 
venting what the Heavenly Father had commissioned Him to do. 

Many women with their children were present and asked 
His blessing. But the disciples were anxious and said He 
ought not do it, on account of the spies who were present. 
Jesus, however, reproved them for their solicitude, saying that 
the women’s sentiments were good and that the children would 
become good. He passed through the lines and blessed them. 
The sermon lasted from ten o’clock in the morning until 
evening, after which the people seated themselves for the 
distribution of food. On one side of the mountain there were 
fire-places upon which the fish was fried. There was excellent 
order. The inhabitants of each town were arranged to be 
together; again the people of the different streets, and finally, 
the families and neighbors. A man was appointed for each 
street. He came for the food and distributed it. 

The elders received the food from the disciples. The 
portion was divided among four or five who sat together in 
groups. Some fish and bread were placed before them. Jesus 
blessed the food before it was distributed, and here also was 
a multiplication of the food, otherwise it would neyer have 
sufficed for the several thousands of people who were present. 
Each group received but a small portion, but after they had 
eaten, all felt their hunger appeased, and there was some left 
which the poor gathered into baskets and took with them. 
When the meal had been finished, it was already dark and 
torches were needed. Jesus blessed the people and left the 
mountain with His disciples. 


Jesus Goes to Capharnaum. 


I saw Jesus during the night from Monday to Tuesday, 
with Saturnin and the other disciples, journeying in a moun- 
tainous region. He walked alone and prayed. They questioned 
Him about this. He taught them of prayer in general and of 
prayer said in seclusion. He said: If a child ask for a fish, his 
father will not hand him a scorpion, etc. On this day I saw 
Him healing and exhorting in various small places among 
shepherds, and toward evening going to Capharnaum. Oh! 
how fatigued Jesus was, and how He taxed the strength of the 
disciples and apostles, likewise! At first they were astonish- 
ingly tired. What a difference between nowadays and then! 
The disciples journeyed along the public highway. They had 
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to follow or meet the people, to instruct them or call them to 
our Lord’s sermons. 

Lazarus, Obed, the nephews of Joseph of Arimathea, the 
bridegroom of Cana and a few other disciples had arrived at 
the house of the Holy Virgin in Capharnaum. There were 
also seven women of the relatives and friends of Mary, to await 
Jesus. The people went in and out, looking expectantly for 
Him in the street. The disciples of John came also, and 
brought the message of John’s captivity, which caused great 
sorrow. The disciples then went to meet Jesus. They found 
Him not far from Capharnaum and brought Him the sad 
message. He quieted them and went alone to His Mother. 
Lazarus came to meet Him, and arenas Jesus’ feet in the 
vestibule of Mary’s house. 

When Jesus entered the room, the men bowed profoundly 
before Him. He saluted them, approached His Mother and 
extended His hands to her. She likewise bowed with great 
love and reverence. Here there was no emotional falling into 
each other’s arms. Their meeting was full of tenderness, but 
self-controlled, which imparted to all an expression of benefi- 
cence and goodness of heart. Now Jesus went to the other 
women also who knelt before Him veiled. When He comes 
in this manner, He blesses them all. 

Now I saw a meal being prepared. The men reclined at 
table. At the other end of the table sat the women with their 
feet crossed beneath them. They spoke indignantly about John’s 
capture. Jesus reproved them for this. He said they should not 
judge nor be irritated; all this must be so. Had John not been 
taken away, He could not begin His work. Healso spoke of the 
people with whom He had been. No one knew of the arrival 
of Jesus at Mary’s home except those present, and the disciples 
whom He had taken into confidence. 

I also saw Him speaking to Mary alone. She wept bitterly, 
knowing the danger to which He would expose Himself by 
going to Jerusalem. He consoled her and said she should not 
worry. He would accomplish His work; the sad days had not 
yet come. He told her to continue in prayer, and to all the rest 
He said, they should refrain from all judgment and criticism 
concerning John’s capture and the ill-doings of the pharisees 
toward Him, otherwise they would only increase the danger. 
The pharisees’ behavior, too, lay in the designs of Divine 


Providence; they were working for their own destruction. 
Continued on page 147. 








An Irish Martyr. 


Archbishop Oliver 
Plunket was one of the 
hundreds of heroic ser- 
vants of God who shed 
their blood for the 
Catholic faith in Eng- 
land and Ireland dur- 
ing the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries. 
His life story is an 
example of the bitter 
struggles which the I- 
rish have made to keep 
alive the flame of faith 
in their native land. 

Oliver Plunket was 
born in County Meath 
in 1629 of distin- 
guished parents. After 
completing hisprimary 
studies in Dublin he 
was sent to the Irish 
College at Rome. Dur- 
ing his student life he 
showed a remarkable 
love for discipline and 
piety. He was justly 
ranked among the fore- 
most in talent and 
diligence. Such was his 
prudence, that after 
hisordination, theIrish 
bishops deputed him to 
act as their representa- 
tive. In 1669 he was 
appointed Bishop of 
Armagh, but before en- 
tering upon his new 
apostolate, he lingered in London several months using his influence to 
mitigate the rigors of anti-Catholic laws. 


His Zealous, Self-Sacrificing Life. 


From the outset, Archbishop Plunket was most zealous in the exercise 
of the sacred ministry. At that period, poor Ireland groaned under the 
Cromwellian laws. There was no order, no peace, no security. A price 
was set on the head of every Catholic priest. It is impossible to realize 
the severe hardships endured by the clergy at this time in order to bring 
the consolations of religion to their suffering people. Often the young 
bishop had no other food than a little oaten bread. He had to seek out 
his flock in their hiding places in the woods and mountains, and as a rule, 
it was in the open air that the sacraments were administered, both the 














worshippers and the pastor being exposed to wind and rain. Yet within 
three months, Archbishop Plunket had- confirmed 10,000 persons, and 
“‘during the past four years,” he wrote to Rome, he had conferred con- 
firmation on 48,655. 

This saintly bishop was untiring in rooting out abuses and promoting 
piety. At one time he sought out a band of outlaws, at the great risk of 
his life, and reasoning with them in a kind, paternal manner, he induced 
them to renounce their career of plundering. 

The persecutions that broke out against the Irish Church in 1673 
closed the chapels and scattered the schools. Dr. Plunket did not forsake 
his flock. He traveled the country-side ministering to his people. In one 
of his letters he relates his experiences with the Archbishop of Cashel who 
usually accompanied him: ‘““The snow fell heavily, mixed with hailstones 
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which were very hard and large. A cutting north wind blew in our 
faces and the snow and sleet beat so dreadfully in our eyes that up 
to the present we have scarcely been able to see. Often we were in 
danger of being lost and suffocated in the snow. At length we arrived 
at the house of an impoverished gentleman who had nothing to lose. 
But, to our misfortune, he had a stranger in the house by whom we did 
not wish to be recognized, hence we were placed in a garret without 
window and without fire, where we have been for eight days. May 
it redound to the glory of God, the salvation of our souls and of the 
flock entrusted to our care.” 


His Martyrdom. 


Writs for the arrest of Archbishop Plunket were repeatedly issued 
by the government. At length, in 1676, he was seized and cast into 
prison in Dublin Castle. But the character of the perjured witnesses 
was well known in Ireland and no jury would listen to the false accusa- 
tions brought against the bishop. He was hurried off to London for 
trial; there his life was sworn away by perjured informers. 

It was charged that a Spanish and French fleet had been char- 
tered by him to land an army in Carlingford Bay, but the real charge 
was that of his being a Catholic bishop. Pemberton, who has been 
branded as a betrayer of justice and a disgrace to the English Bar, 
pronounced sentence upon him. In delivering the verdict of condem- 
nation, the chief justice said that Archbishop Plunket was guilty of 
the most serious crime — propagating the Catholic faith, ‘than which,” 
he declared, “‘there is not anything more displeasing to God or more 
pernicious to the world!” 

On July 1, 1681, the holy bishop was taken to Tyburn by a strong 
military escort, and there laid down his life for God, for faith, and 
for Ireland! All were edified by his calm acceptance of death. He 
displayed such a serenity of countenarce, such a tranquillity of mind 
and elevation of soul, that he seemed rather a spouse hastening to the 
nuptial feast, than a culprit led forth to the scaffold. From the gibbet, 
Archbishop Plunket delivered an eloquent discourse which has been 
translated into many languages. ‘‘Into Thy hands, O Lord, I com- 
mend my spirit,” were his last words. An eye-witness of the execu- 
tion declared: ““By his discourse and by his heroism in death, Oliver 
Plunket gave more glory to religion than he could have won for it by 
many years of a fruitful apostolate.” 

The martyr’s head, in a wonderful state of preservation, is kept 
in the Dominican convent at Drogheda, Ireland. Almighty God 
proves the sanctity of His glorious servant by the astounding miracles 
that are being wrought through his intercession. On Dec. 6, 1889, 
Leo XIII. signed the decree authorizing the cause of Archbishop 
Plunket’s beatification, together with two hundred and sixty-four 
other heroic servants of God who sacrificed their life for the faith 
during the British persecution. Holy Church placed on the martyred 
bishop’s brow the aureole of beatification on Sunday, May 16, 1920. 
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There was also talk about Magdalen, and He admonished 
them again to pray for her and think charitably of her. She 
would surely come and be so good that she would be an 
example for many. After that, Jesus journeyed toward Bethania 
early in the morning with Lazarus and about five of the dis- 
ciples. 

John the Baptist Taken Captive. 

Herod, once before, had ordered John to be taken from 
the place of baptism, and he had confined him for a few weeks 
in a prison, in order to intimidate him. But fearing the great 
multitude that had flocked thither to hear John, he had again 
released him. John repaired to the place of baptism at Ainon, 
opposite Salem. 

A great crowd of people had gathered to hear the Baptist. 
Whole groups came from Arabia, with camels and mules, and 
hundreds of men and women frgm Jerusalem and Judea. Since 
he returned from Herod, John seems to be penetrated by a new 
fire. His voice is most charming, yet very powerful, and re- 
sounds extremely far. His every word can be understood. A 
few thousand persons understand him. He is again covered 
with skins and is clothed more coarsely than at On, where 
he frequently wore a long garment. He taught of Jesus, how 
He was persecuted in Jerusalem, and pointed to Upper Galilee, 
saying: There He is journeying. There He is healing. He will 
soon return. His persecutors will be unable to do Him any 
harm until His work is accomplished. 

Herod’s wife, too, with a company of soldiers, came to 
John’s teaching-place. Herod went there because now John 
was teaching more powerfully than ever before. He liked to 
listen to him and was anxious to know whether John still 
spoke against him. But Herod’s wife was only watching for 
an occasion to induce Herod to do violence against John. She 
pretended to be well disposed, although she came along from 
wicked deceit. Herod had a secret reason for coming. He had 
learned that Aretas, an Arabian king, the father of his former 
rejected wife, had journeyed to John and was now staying 
with his disciples. Herod wanted to observe him, to see whether 
he were plotting against him here among the people. This first 
wife, good and beautiful, was now with her father who had 
heard of John’s teaching and his objection to Herod’s action, 
and for his consolation wished to convince himself of John’s 
teaching. He was dressed very simply, attracted no attention, 
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and secretly mingled with John’s disciples, as though he were 
one of them. 

John cried out to the people that they should not be scan- 
dalized at Herod’s marriage. They should honor him without 
imitating him. This pleased Herod, but at the same time 
vexed him. John spoke with indescribable power. His voice 
was as loud as thunder, yet very charming and distinct. He 
had already told shis disciples that his time was drawing to a 
close. But they should not leave him; they should visit him 
when he is taken captive. For three days he has gone without 
food or drink, only teaching and crying aloud about Jesus, and 
upbraiding Herod for his adultery. The disciples earnestly 
begged him .to stop a little to refresh himself, but he did not 
heed. He was all enthusiasm. 

The baptismal well is near a large pond in which are many 
fish. They seem to crowd tqward the side where John is 
teaching, as if they, too, want to listen to him. John always 
ate very little, and of poor fare. He prays alone, and at night 
often looks toward heaven. 

John knew that his captivity was at hand, and for this 
reason spoke so enthusiastically, as if he were taking his 
farewell. He announced Jesus louder than ever, saying: Now 
the Lord is coming, he himself must now withdraw; they 


should turn to Him. He himself would soon be taken from. 


them. They were a rough, hard nation. They should remem- 
ber how he had at first come to prepare the way of the Lord, 
built bridges and passages, removed stones, arranged the walls 
of the baptismal well and conducted the course of the water. 
It had been a laborious task with hard earth, hard rocks and 
knotty wood. Then he had to contend with the people who 
were just as hard and rough and contrary. But those who had 
been moved by him should now go to the Lord, to the beloved 
Son of the Father; whomsoever He will receive, will be re- 
ceived; whomsoever He will reject, will be rejected. Jesus 
would now come to teach and baptize and complete what he 
had prepared. Repeatedly, he violently upbraided Herod’s 
adultery before all the people, and Herod became enraged; but 
he did not show it. 

When John had ended his preaching, the crowds dispersed. 
Herod, too, departed while concealing his rage. It had already 
grown dark and the disciples had left. Presently, about 
twenty soldiers surrounded John’s tent, after they had stationed 
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guards at different places. One by one these soldiers entered 
the tent. John declared he would follow quietly as he 
had to make room for Jesus. They need not bind him: he 
would follow of his own accord. They should take him away 
quietly in order not to make a disturbance. The twenty men, 
with vigorous steps, marched off with him. 

But soon a crowd of people and disciples ran together at 
the rumor that John had been taken away! Now wailing and 
lamentation was heard. They wanted to follow him, but knew 
not in which direction to go. The soldiers had soon turned aside 
from the main road and had taken an entirely strange path 
toward the south. There was great confusion and lamentation. 

The disciples dispersed into every direction and fled in 
the same manner as when Jesus was taken captive. They 
spread the report through all the country. 

The soldiers had journeyed with John all night long. At 
first he was put into a tower at Hebeson, but later was taken 
to the prison at Macharus, which was located on a high, steep 


place. ie 
After a time, a few of John’s disciples went near the 


prison, spoke to him, and handed him something through the 
bars. John was very earnest. There was always a deep, sad 
expression on his countenance, as of one who loved the Lamb 
of God and announced Him, but who knew that He would be 
put to death. 

Jesus in Bethania. 


Jesus and Lazarus went together, but the disciples went 
in advance on different roads. Jesus and Lazarus journeyed the 
whole day along lonely paths, without going near a village. 
A few hours from Bethania, Lazarus went ahead, and Jesus 
walked alone. 

About fifteen disciples and followers of Jesus had gathered 
with Lazarus in Bethania, also seven women. All these were 
silently, as though secretly, awaiting the coming of Jesus in 
a subterranean vaulted hall of Lazarus’ castle. Towards 
evening, Jesus arrived and passed through a rear door into 
the gardens. Lazarus came to meet Him in a corridor, where 
he washed His feet. Martha poured warm and cold water 
into a basin. ‘Lazarus then shook out our Lord’s garments, 
put other sandals on His feet, and gave Him a few morsels 
and some drink. 

Now Jesus went down with him to the vaulted hall. The 
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women veiled themselves, and bowed and knelt before Him. 
The men only bowed low. He greeted them and blessed all. 
Soon they reclined at table. The women sat at one side of 
the table on cushions, their feet crossed beneath them. 

Nicodemus was deeply touched and eager for the words 
of Jesus. The men spoke indignantly about John’s captivity. 
Jesus said: It had to happen this way; it was the will of God; 
they should not speak of any of these things, so as not to 
attract attention and thereby increase the danger. Had John 
not been withdrawn, He could not yet have carried on His 
work here. The petals of the blossoms must fall if the fruit 
is to appear. 

They also spoke indignantly of the spies and persecutors 
of the pharisees, and in this regard, too, Jesus commanded 
peace and silence. He pitied the pharisees and related the 
parable of the unjust steward. The pharisees, also, were un- 
just stewards but not as wise, and therefore would have no 
place of refuge on the day of judgment. 

When the house had become silent and all were asleep, 
Jesus arose, and unobserved, went to the grotto on Mount 
Olivet, where on the evening before His bitter Passion, He 
prayed in His agony. He prayed a few hours to His Heaven- 
ly Father for strength in His work. Before daybreak, He re- 
turned to Bethania unnoticed. 

During the meal today, Jesus related of His abode with 
the people of Upper Galilee, Amead, Adama and Seleucia. 
As the men in their zeal spoke vehemently against these sects, 
He censured their hardness, and related to them a parable of 
a man who on his way to Jericho fell among robbers, and how 
the Samaritan had more compassion on him then the Levite. 
I often heard this parable related, but every time it was inter- 
preted in a different way. Jesus spoke also of the fate that 
would befall Jerusalem. 

At night when .everything was quiet, Jesus again went 
to Mount Olivet, and prayed in the grotto. He shed abundant 
tears and endured great fear and anguish. He was like a 
son, who, on setting out for some important work, first throws 
himself on his father’s bosom to receive strength and comfort. 
My angel told me, that whenever Jesus was in: Bethania and 
in any way could spare an hour, He would always come here 
at night to pray. This was a preparation for His last agony 
in the Garden of Olives. It was shown to me, that Jesus 
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prayed and mourned especially here on Mount Olivet, because 
Adam and Eve when driven from paradise, had first trodden 
on the unhospitable earth here on Mount Olivet. I saw them 
mourn and pray in this cave, and saw that Cain, while planting 
in the Garden of Olives, first became enraged and resolved 
to kill Abel. I thought, too, of the betrayal of Judas. I saw 
Cain murder his brother in the vicinity of Mount Calvary, 
and being called to account by God on Mount Olivet. At 
dawn Jesus was back at Bethania. 


Arrangement for Lodging-places. 


The purpose for which Jesus had come to Bethania was 
attended to after the Sabbath. The holy women had heard, 
with grief, of the want that Jesus and His followers suffered 
on their journeys, and how badly Jesus had fared especially 
on His last hasty trip to Tyre. Then He had had to eat dry 
bread-crusts soaked in water which Saturnin had begged. The 
women offered to arrange lodging-places and provide’ them 
with all that was necessary. Jesus accepted their offer. To 
talk over with them what was needed for this purpose, was 
the object of our Lord’s visit here. As He now declared that 
henceforth He would teach publicly everywhere, Lazarus and 
the women again offered to erect lodgings, because the Jews, 
incited by the pharisees, especially in the towns near Jerusalem, 
did not give anything to Jesus and His disciples. The women 
begged our Lord to name the principal places where He would 
stop on His journeys and the number of His disciples, in order 
that they could calculate how many lodgings, and the amount 
of provisions which would be required. 

Jesus then stated the direction in which He intended to 
journey, the main centres of rest, and about how many dis- 
ciples there would be. Thereupon it was decided to arrange 
fifteen lodging-places throughout the land, and appoint trust- 
worthy persons, some of whom were relatives, to take charge. 

The holy women now discussed how each one was to help. 
They determined among themselves who should take charge: 
of the lodgings, the furnishing of utensils, blankets, clothing, 
sandals, etc., also the washing and mending, the provision of 
bread and other victuals. All this took place before and during 
meal time, and Martha was there right at home. Afterwards, 
the payment of the expenses was to be determined by lot. 

After the meal, Jesus, Lazarus, the friends and holy women, 
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were secretly assembled in the large arched hall. Jesus taught 
of the mercy of God toward His people, how He had sent one 
prophet after another, how they had all been rejected and 
ill-treated, and how the people would reject this last time of 
grace also, and what would happen to them. After He had 
spoken of this at length, some of them said: “Master, tell us 
this in a beautiful parable.” Thereupon, Jesus again related 
the parable of a king who sent his son into the vineyard after 
all his servants had been killed by unfaithful husbandmen, and 
how they would put him to death also. 


The Lost Pearl. 


At the close of this instruction, some of the men went 
out, and Jesus walked to and fro in the hall with others. 
Martha now approached Him and with great anxiety spoke 
much of her sister, Magdalen. 

While Jesus was walking up and down the hall with the 
men, the women sat and played a kind of lottery-game for the 
benefit of their charitable work. Each woman had long strings 
of pearls and many other small jewels. 

During the game, the women lost a very precious pearl 
which had fallen down in their midst. They cleared away 
everything, and searched very carefully for the pearl. They 
rejoiced greatly when finally they had found it. Jesus ap- 
proached them and told them the parable of the lost groat 
and the joy of the woman on recovering it. From this lost 
pearl and their joy on finding it after so long a search, He 
formed a new parable referring to Magdalen. He called her 
a precious pearl which had fallen to the earth from the lottery- 
table of holy love, and had been lost. With what joy, He said, 
you shall find this precious pearl! Deeply moved, the women 
asked, “O Lord, can this pearl be found again?” 

Jesus replied: They should search for it even more dili- 
gently than the woman in the parable had looked for the 
groat. Touched by these words, all promised to seek more 
assiduously for Magdalen than for the lost pearl, and to rejoice 
far more when she should be found. 

During the night time Jesus again went secretly to Mount 
Olivet and prayed with great labor, after which He journeyed 
with Lazarus and Saturnin toward Bethoron, about six hours 
distant. It was an hour after midnight when they left Bethania. 


To be continued, 
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Loving, Confidence. 


Fourth Conference of Father Matheo in the Trappist 
Monastery of Sept-Fons. 


ANYONE who hears Father Matheo speak, is overpowered 
by the convincing proofs of his special mission from God. The 
effects of Divine grace are felt so sensibly in a person’s heart, 
that one receives the Father’s words as though coming from 
our Lord Himself. 

Some facts will speak more forcefully than lengthy expla- 
nations. At Haarlem, Holland, an old servant came to a convent 
and asked the Mother Superior to hear Father Matheo speak. 

“Why, my daughter,” said the Mother, “Father Matheo 
speaks French. You wouldn’t be able to understand a word.” 

“Oh, yes! this Father is not like others. When he speaks 
there are two who speak, — one whom we see and another 
whom we do not see.” 

And so it is! He speaks to us of confiding love, and begins 
with the narration of a conversion which shows how far our 
Savior’s mercy goes. 

Owing to circumstances that cannot be accounted for by 
any natural reason, Father Matheo comes to the bedside of a 
sick journalist. This man was the editor of an atheistic 
publication, and was so open a blasphemer, that the bishop 
had felt obliged to excommunicate him publicly. 

“My friend,” Father Matheo commences, “you are very ill! 
But your soul is suffering more than your body. In your heart 
there is an emptiness which heaven itself cannot fill. Your 
heaven is Jesus Christ, and — He is lacking in you!” 
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“Father, do not pronounce that name in my presence! Do 
not speak of it to me!” exclaimed the sick man with a gesture 
of despair. “You do not know who I am.” 

“Yes, I do know.” 

“Do you know that I am the editor of a forbidden paper ?” 

“I know it, sir.” 

“But do you know that while I wrote my articles I hada 
catechism lying on my desk in order to find therein matter 
for blasphemy? and that a Crucifix stood before me, which I 
blasphemed to its face?” 

“My dear friend, I know all this! and it is Jesus who sends 
me to restore peace and happiness to your soul.” 

“Jesus Christ sends you despite all this?” 

“Not despite all this, but decause of this. True, you hated 
Him, but He loves you. I come as His messenger to tell you 
that He loves you and He is only waiting for a word from you, in 
order to forgive and forget all.” 

A painful struggle takes place in the heart of this guilt- 
laden sinner. After a quarter of an hour he sinks sobbing into 
the Father’s arms and makes his confession. During the half 
year which he still lived, he communicated almost daily. 

This is the Heart of Jesus! declared Father Matheo, the 
Heart full of mercy and love for even the vilest sinner. He 
says to all: No/ite timere —Fear not! And why? Quza ego sum — 
For it is I, your Savior! 

“The evil one tries to inspire us with fear by holding before 
us our sins and miseries. The wicked spirit knows well that 
we do not wish to belong to him, but what he aims for is that 
we may not belong wholly to Jesus. He does not object to 
our being good people, but he does object to our being saints. 
‘He tries to prevent it, convinced that thus we shall lose 
ninety-nine per cent of the efficacy of our apostolate. Jesus 
desires only a blind confidence in the infinite mercy of His 
Heart. — Our Lord goes wisely about our sanctification. He lets 
us feel pride to make us humble. He lets us experience 
temptations to give us an opportunity for more merit and to 
keep us little. — 

“Though our misery were really great, we should look 
more at the infinite mercy of the Divine Heart than at our 
faults. Jesus is always /esus, that is, the Savior. He loves us 
just as we are. Our superiors love us because they consider us 
saints. Jesus knows us; He knows that we are not saints, yet 
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He loves us as though we were. Oh, how this good Jesus is 
misunderstood! We imagine Him to be a stern, inexorable 
Judge. We do not realize that first of all, He is our Savior. 
The saints knew Him better! 

“St. Teresa once said to our Lord: ‘O Jesus, what poor 
taste Thou hast in loving me! Oh, do not refine Thy taste! 
Thou knowest all things, Thou knowest and lovest me. I 
beseech Thee, preserve Thy poor taste to the end! Oh, do 
preserve it!’ 

“Before the festival of Pentecost, St. Peter said to our 
Lord: ‘Depart from me, for I am a sinful man!’ No doubt, after 
Pentecost he often repeated: ‘Lord, come to me, for I am a 
wretched man!’ 

“Let us consider well : Jesus desires us to give Him our misery. 
This He declared to St. Jerome and to other holy souls. Several 
instances related in the holy Gospel confirm this. Call to mind 
the Samaritan woman at the well of Jacob, the prodigal son, 
the adulteress, and above all, Magdalen! Magdalen! This 
name reminds us of Bethania and the hospitable family where 
Jesus was so often received as a confident Friend. Although 
not recorded in the Gospel, these events very probably occurred 
in this manner: Jesus returns from Jerusalem and comes to- 
ward Bethania. Lazarus sees Him at a distance and goes to 
meet Him. ‘Lord, enter and rest! Surely Thou art fatigued. 
How happy we are to see Thee again!’ Jesus enters. Lazarus 
calls his sister. Now both repose at the Master’s feet and try 
to show Him their love. 

“Good Master, how sad Thou art today! I see tears in 
Thy eyes. Thou hast wept!’ 

“Jesus speaks of the ingratitude of the Jews and how bitter- 
ly His Heart grieves at thought of the chastisements which 
will break over this guilt-laden nation, over the city and His 
chosen people. 

“But have you not some sorrow, too?’ asks our Lord. 
‘Tell Me of it.’ 

“Seeing the Master so gentle, Lazarus and Martha con- 
fidently tell our Lord their grief and plead for their lost 
Magdalen. What sweet familiarity! ‘Cor unum et anima — 
una. — One heart and one soul!’ 

“May this familiarity be likewise ours. Oh, let us often 
go to the tabernacle. There on our knees let us console Jesus 
for the outrages, the ingratitude, the indifference which so 
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deeply sadden His loving Heart. Let us listen! We, too, shall 
hear His voice: ‘Come, My child, tell Me of your sufferings, 
of your difficulties.’ 

“Oh, let us practice this loving confidence, this great duty 
of friendship! Let us love, and may our love be ever founded 
on our boundless confidence in the mercy of the Sacred 
Heart.” , 

The Writer’s Reflections. 


These last paragraphs are almost word for word from 
Father Matheo’s conference. Even though we cannot reproduce 
his convincing and charming eloquence, nevertheless, his words 
will not fail to touch the reader. Our hearts were filled with 
gratitude toward him who had spoken so marvelously about 
our Divine Savior. He understood us perfectly. Before he 
bade us farewell, he said: “Forget him who has spoken to 
you. He is but a passing shadow. If you desire to show me 
any mark of gratitude, then work zealously by your sacrifices 
and prayers for the extension of the kingdom of the Sacred 
Heart. Henceforth let your watchword be: ‘Adveniat regnum 
tuum! — Thy kingdom come,’ O Adorable Heart of Jesus!” 

These particulars regarding the conferences of Father 
Matheo are short; these pages few. Still, one can clearly per- 
ceive the supernatural, and feel warmed by the rays of light 
and love which proceed from Father Matheo’s work as from 
a hearth. 

Despite our frailty, despite our weakness, we still remain 
beings created and placed in this world to know God and to 
love Him. Yes, to love Him above all! Let us say confident- 
ly: Our hearts are yet capable of an infinite love. Has it not 
happened more than once that the word of a saint, like a 
spark, has sufficed to excite these deep sentiments and set 
our souls aglow? The hearts that re-awake to the great joy 
of such a love are more numerous today than one would sur- 
mise. Therefore we rightly affirm: We live to see a new 
Pentecost, which is to rekindle the world by the flames of 
the Sacred Heart. 

It is our Savior who is brought near to us. The infinite 
love of His Divine Heart is disclosed to us. The infinite power 
of His Sacred Heart is revealed to us. The fulfillment of His 
touching promises is realized. In a word, it is Jesus Christ 
better known and more truly comprehended, who appears to 
us full of grace and truth, just as He dwelt in Palestine, just 
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as He always manifested Himself to His saints. The Holy 
Pontiffs, Pius X. and Benedict XV., understood this, hence 
their encouragements, blessings, even commands given to 
Father Matheo: Yes, yes, my son, go and preach Jesus Christ! 
Present Him to souls. Make Him known that He may be 
received and may reign in families and in society. May His 
love triumph at length! ° 

And this is accomplished by that fruitful form of devotion 
to the Sacred Heart — the Enthronement. The spirit of this 
devotion should penetrate to the very centre of homes and 
take possession of our hearts. 

Oh, that all of us, like this zealous missionary, raised up 
by God, would be fervent apostles of His Divine Heart! This 
special grace is held out to all who desire to sacrifice them- 
selves, to suffer, work and pray that the kingdom of love may 
be established. Who should not take part in this crusade of 
love... and desire, that soon, very soon, the kingdom of the 
Heart of Jesus may come for the great happiness of Christian 
families and parishes! 


Heaven and Earth Engaged in Dispute. 





Heaven and earth were at one time engaged in a dispute 
as to which had the right of possessing Jesus Christ. Both 
claimed the fullest right to God, the supreme Good. Heaven 
maintained, “To me He belongs; here He has erected His 
eternal throne; from here He descended to earth to bestow upon 
man the thirty-three years of His earthly existence. This time 
has now expired, and I long for His return.” Earth protested, 
saying: “Since the Son of God became man, He is mine; in 
mortal flesh He lived here for thirty-three years; I nourished 
Him. Never did I possess anything more precious, I will not 
part with Him.” And behold! God’s wisdom and love satis- 
fied both heaven and earth: Jesus Christ ascended visibly into 
heaven, but remained concealed upon earth. The angels adore 
Him at the right hand of His Heavenly Father; mankind pos- 
sesses and worships Him in the Most Blessed Sacrament. Why 
should men on earth envy the inhabitants of heaven? A 
deceased religious of her community once appeared to St. Teresa 
saying: “We in heaven and you on earth must resemble each 
other in love and gratitude towards God; for you possess under 
the Sacramental veil Him whom we behold face to face.” 
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The Convents of Germany and Austria. 


IN THE OCTOBER issue of ““Tabernacle and Purgatory” we 
shall publish an account of the contributions we shall have received 
to date for the benefit of the poor nuns and homeless children of 
Austria and Germany. We shall continue to accept all donations 
and alms for the benefit of the poor convents and children in 
Central Europe. Mass intentions also afford great help to the 
poor priests, both secular and religious, of Austria and Germany. 
It is scarcely necessary to assure our friends that these Masses will be 
said conscientiously. The bishops and abbots vouch for this. 

The following are four letters of acknowledgment: the first is 
from Cardinal Piffl of Vienna, the second from Archbishop Faulhaber 
of Munich, the third from the Rt. Rev. Bishop of Linz, and the fourth 
from a Dominican convent in Vorarlberg. These letters, dear reader, 
are meant for you and for me. 


Cardinal Archbishop of Vienna. 


Vienna, July 21, 1920. 
Dear Reverend Father: — 

With most sincere thanks I acknowledge the receipt 
of 60 Food Drafts, valued at $3,000.00 which I divided among the needy 
convents in Vienna and vicinity. The distribution was made under my 
personal supervision, and you may rest assured, Rev. Father, that it has 
been done conscientiously. 

This aid came just at the right time, as now, just before harvest, 
the distress is greatest. The venerable Sisters of various convents will 
certainly remember their benefactors gratefully in their prayers, as I, too, 
will remember them in the Sacrifice of the Mass. Through this charitable 
provision, dear Father, you have become a benefactor for our poor, af- 
flicted Austria. Deus retribuat/ — God will reward! 

Reassuring you of my gratitude, and begging you to kindly extend 
it to the noble benefactors, | am, Reverend Father, 

Gratefully yours, 


> F. G. Cardinal Piffl. 


Archbishop of Munich. 


Munich, July 24, 1920. 
Rev. P. Lukas, O.S.B. 


Highly esteemed Rev. Confrater: — 

I have been deeply moved on just receiving your 
two consignments of 40 Food Drafts at $50.00 each, for poor convents in Munich 
and vicinity, and for the children under their care; besides, a check of 36,500 
marks, also for the benefit of these convents. Never before have I received so 
generous a gift in provisions from America, and even now I see the tears of joy 
shed by the good sisters, who are suffering dreadfully under the pressure of the 
times, especially, those who have large orphanages. It can’t be otherwise than 
an inspiration of the Sacred Heart of Jesus which prompted you to remember 
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these poor nuns in so magnanimous a manner. In the general charitable distribu- 
tions they are so easily forgotten, who at their convent gate are continually distrib- 
uting, but themselves receiving nothing. I shall give them your address, that they 
can directly express to you their gratitude and assurance of prayers. Please ex- 
tend to all the benefactors my profound gratitude. 
With the petition to be permitted to commend my burden of anxieties to 
your prayers, I remain, in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
Yours devotedly, 
> Michael Faulhaber, Archbishop. 


Bishop of Linz. 


Linz, Upper Austria, July 25, 1920. 
Reverend Father Lukas, 0.S.B.: — 

I am overjoyed and happily surprised 
at the truly magnanimous sum of 140,000 crowns which you transmitted 
to me for the suffering convents of my diocese. I herewith express to 
you and to all our noble benefactors my most heartfelt and fervent grati- 
tude. We can do nothing else, nor anything better, than to pray: U7 
Dominus omnibus nobis bona facientibus vitam aeternam retribuat, —that the Lord 
may reward with eternal life all our benefactors. 

Your magnanimous donation came just at the right time; for just 
during these last few weeks, I repeatedly received most urgent petitions 
for aid from convents. In these distressing times, these good sisters are 
truly suffering the most. I at once directed the amount to be distributed 
among fifteen convents. //ere the conscientious bishop listed these convents and 
the exact amount — to the very last crown — given to each. 

All the communities were exceedingly happy to receive this assist- 
ance. You have no idea of the distress already prevailing in some of 
these convents. Many of the sisters have died in consequence of hunger 
and lack of nourishment, or suffer from fainting attacks, and slowly pine 
away. , 

The Reverend clergy of my diocese are also in deep distress. The 
diocese numbers 852,000 Catholics; 479 parishes; 1250 priests, secular 
and religious; more than 2,000 nuns; one boys’ seminary with 250 stu- 
dents, burdened with a deficit of 150,000 crowns; one priests’ and teach- 
ers’ seminary; various diocesan institutions, which can be maintained 
only with extreme difficulty. Should you, at some future time be again 
in a position to set aside something for me from your charitable gifts, 
possibly also some American Mass stipends, you may be assured in 
advance of my boundless gratitude. The ready, unselfish charity of our 
American brethren in the faith, is truly touching, yea, overpowering ! — 
Caritas Christi urget vos — The charity of Christ presseth you. 

Recently the Holy Father sent me 300 meters of material for cas- 
socks for the clergy, and seminarians. The Perpetual Light is burning 
only in a few churches; and soon the entire supply of candles will be 
exhausted. 

Be kind enough to transmit to all our unknown benefactors our heart- 
felt gratitude. I remain in caritate Christi, in lasting gratitude, 

Your deeply indebted, 
*k John Maria Gfoeliner. 
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The Prioress of a Dominican Convent. 


To Dr. Sigismund Waitz, Bishop of Vorarlberg, Tyrol, we also sent 140,090 
crowns. Of this sum the Prioress of a Dominican convent received 20,090 crowns. 
Following is her grateful acknowledgment : 


Rev. dear Father Lukas, O.S.B.: — 

You were our helper in dire distress! May the 
Giver of all good reward you a thousandfold! Daily our community prays for 
the benefactors of our convent; for, since the foundation of our community, no 
one has given us so bountifully as you have. Surely, you were the messenger 
of St. Joseph, our faithful, fatherly Provider, who is greatly honored in our 
convent, and who also frequently brought us aid in a miraculous manner in this 
trying time. 

Our Rt. Rev. Bishop assigned to us 20,000 crowns from the large sum 
of money sent him by you, Rev. Father. What a consolation this great gift 
brought to all our sisters! The very morning that our Rt. Rev. Bishop 
presented us with this sum, we were discussing in great anxiety how we 
would be able to meet the heavy and pressing expenses. St. Joseph had so 
often come to our assistance, and I said: I have full confidence that he will 
aid us in whatever is most urgently necessary. And in the afternoon, the 
money came from you, Rev. Father! 

God never forsakes His children. The present high prices, the want of 
provisions, the excessive taxes, and many other distressing circumstances now 
common to poor German-Austria, constitute atime of severe visitation for 
poor convents. On the other hand, also a time of bountiful graces. How 
much prayer and sacrifice is being offered especially at the present time! 
How closely does this common distress unite the members of a community! 
How contented and grateful all are! 

Our scholastic year has been brought to a close with a large financial 
deficit. But Divine Providence has provided thus far; neither will God desert 
us in future. We shall also request our pupils to pray for our benefactors 


in America. 
Sister M. Augustina, Prioress. 


Now, dear reader, after reading these touching letters, shall 
we not continue to render atd as far as lies in our power, to the 
poor suffering convents and children? Thousands of nuns and 
ten thousands of children still imploringly stretch out their 
hands to us! 
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New Price List of Rosaries 


First Communion and Birthday Gifts 


Small beads, 10 year guarantee, rolled-gold chain $2.00 


Large beads,” ” “g - i 2.75 
Opal, Crystal, Sappherine, Mother of Pearl, 


Colors — Amethy&t, Emerald, Jet and Topaz. 


A Choice Wedding Present 


Bridal Rosary — 20 year guarantee. Iridescent beads. The 
2% in. cross attached is of select Mother of Pearl artistically 
embellished with symbolic designs of rolled-gold ornaments 7.75 


Souvenirs for Graduation and Jubilees 


Rolled-gold beads elegantly carved in fluted design $5.00, 6.00 & 7.00 
Fine cut oval beads, various colors, 10 year guarantee 3.00 
Oval jet beads, handsomely cut and polished, rolled-gold cross 

and center emblem beautifully ornamented — 20 yr. guarantee 4.50 
Genuine black cocoa beads on rolled-gold chain. New, handsome 2.00 


Children’s Gifts 


Small rosaries, imitation stone beads, in colors, on rolled-gold 
chain z: 


Cocoa Rosaries for Daily Use 


Supplied at the following prices — 35, 40, 50 & 60 cts. 
Large oblong beads, heavy chain, durable 0.75 


When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with the 
Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences, and leaflet of explanation will be sent. 


St. Benedict Jubilee Medal 


Heavily gold-plated. 
Without chain $1.25 On gold-filled chain 


Rolled-gold Scapular Lockets 


Small size, beautifully engraved, on gold-filled chain 2.75 
L arger size, ” ”» » ” ” 3 25 
Without chain, K. of C. seal in colors, watch fob 1.75 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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